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...THE SEVENS WILL SOON
BE UPON US. IT'S GREAT

TO SEE THAT TWO LOCALS
WILL BE INDUCTED INTOTHE
MELROSE SEVEN'S HALL OF
FAME. CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR OWN CARL HOGG
AND GALA'S ARTHUR
‘HOVIS' BROWN...”
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WELCOME to the first Rose of 2024, belated Season’s
Greetings and best wishes for the New Year.

In December we had good wins, against Highland at the
Greenyards and away at Dundee, and then in January a great
win at Netherdale in the rearranged league match against
Gala. Talking of Gala, the Boxing Day game for the Waverley
Cup was a briliant afternoon — and night. The Storm led the
way with a win in the early kick off and that was followed up
with the 1XV reclaiming the silverware in the main event

What was just as pleasing was that over 2,000 supporters turned
up to watch the rugby. Thank you all and | hope you had a great day.

Thanks to Storm Isha, our away game at Glasgow Accies was postponed and will
be rearranged for a later date.

The Sevens will soon be upon us. It's great to see that two locals will be inducted
infothe Melrose Seven’s Hall of fame. Congratulations to our own Carl Hogg and
Gala’s Arthur ‘Hovis’ Brown. As a ball boy in the late 60's Hovis is one of the first
players | remember. He played in a great Gala team but was the one that made
the seven really click.

Away from the rugby, congratulations to Lachlan Gaddie
on his appointment as left-hnand man for this year's Melrose
Festival. All the best for the summer and good luck with the
riding lessons.

Sadly, on behalf of the club, I'd like fo extend our deepest
condolences to the families of past players lan Gribben,

Bert Blacklock, Marshall Fairbairn, and Robbie Bubba
Robinson, who sadly passed away over the past two months.

Hopefully I'll see you all soon down at the clubhouse.

GRANT HOGG
PRESIDENT, MELROSE RUGBY
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AFTER A RECENT Storm maich at the
Greenyards, | sat down in a local
drinking establishment with Director of
Rugby and Club Stalwart Rob Moffat to
compare whiskies and share some rugby
stories and thoughts on Melrose Rugby.

We started the ball rolling by talking about our
earliest rugby memories.

ROB: | started playing rugby for Darnick in the
Crichton cup in the U8's. My Dad (he was blind
at the time) ran the Youth Club in the village and
made sure Darnick had teams in the Crichton
Cup, at U-8, U-11, U-14 and U-17 levels. | was
fortunate to play for the Colts at Melrose Rugby
and then 256 games for the senior side. | had

a few caps for the South, Jordanhill College in
Glasgow (where | studied), Scottish Colleges,
British Colleges. | was selected twice for Scotland
B and | have one retrospective full Scotland cap.

DIRECTOR OF RUGBY, ROB MOFFAT
IN CONVERSATION WITH THE
MAN BEHIND THE ROSE,
BRENDAN MOLLOY...

BRENDAN: | grew up in the West of Ireland. A small
tfown called Ballina in County Mayo. Famous now
because it's where Joe Biden's ancestors hail from.

| played Gaelic football in Summer, and Rugby in
Winter. When | went to work in Dublin in the 80s |
played in the second row for Blackrock Rugby Club. |
played around the same time as Willie Duggan

and Hugo McNeil, but at a much lower level.

I loved rugby... | loved that there was a role for all
shapes and sizes...the fatties in the front row, the
speedsters on the wing, and the big lanky ones (mel)
in the second row.

And can you remember the first international that
you affended?

ROB: Not sure if it was my first but Scotland v Wales
at Murrayfield in 1975. The official attendance was
104,000 but many thousands more couldn't get in!
We were some of them. It was in my final year at
school - one of my mates drove us up in his car but
we ended up driving back and watched the second
half in his house at Stowl!

BRENDAN: My first international was as a 13 year
old at the old Lansdowne Road in 1975... Ireland v
Scotland. We were no good at rugby back then,
but that year Scotland weren’t any better. We won
the match, and it was the first time | saw a (very
inebriated) Scotsman in a kilt.

Right Rob, onto the serious stuffl Why do you do what
you do af Melrose Rugby?

ROB: | feel very privileged to have been brought up
in Darnick and Melrose and now to live in the centre
of town. For me the rugby club is a huge part of

the town and community and | want to see it thrive
and be a better place in the future. We have many
youngsters playing the game for real enjoyment and
they are supported by many super volunteers - for me
the future is bright.

BRENDAN: My wife and I moved to the Borders in
2017 having lived in Edinburgh for 30 years, 25 of
those working with Standard Life. | retired in 2019
(the commute wrecked mel) and so | needed to
look for something to do, to keep the ‘grey matter’
active as it were. For me my involvement at the Club
is about 'giving something back'. | have 4 children
and 6 grandchildren, spread across

Scotland, England and Dubai. | have

seen how vital an active involvement

in sport is for their physical and mental

wellbeing. Rugby has helped them

grow and mature, and | see that too

wilh Ihe young lads at Melrose. The ... THE RUGBY CLUB IS

players, especially the kids, get a huge

amount from their participation, and A HUGE PART OF THE
TOWN AND COMMUNITY ¢c'ub). Newtown, StBoswells and
AND | WANT TO SEE
IT THRIVE AND BE A
involved in the club. Was if by accident BETTER PLACE IN THE

it's not just rugby skills. It helps to shape
them as young men and prepares
them for ‘real life' after school.

It's very rewarding.

Let’s talk about how we first got
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the next week and so far | haven't looked “\J

back. Right now, as well as Wasps Team

Manager, I'm secretary to The Board, | work ME LROSE
with Phil and the feam on the Sevens, each RUGBY
month | produce The Rose, I'm hoping to

launch a new club website this month, |

do ‘Events’ and ‘Membership’. My rule

is ‘As long as I'm enjoying it, and it's not

impacting my home life, then I'll keep doing it'.

Right, for the really serious stuff, what’s your favourife
whisky / whiskey?

ROB: Whisky — Caol lla

BRENDAN: | know you're a whisky nut Rob, and |
could never compete with a great Scotch Malt, but
my favourite is a simple Jamesons Irish Whiskey with
a splash of water.

Let's finish on our ambitions for
the club.

ROB: We have a proud history and
respect all that the club stands for,
but | want to see an even better
future for the club. This would involve
the whole community - Lauder,
Earlston (whilst also supporting their

Melrose. It would see the club as a
modern facility, not solely a rugby
club. We are situated in the middle
of the town - ideal for people to
socialise and enjoy themselves.
The club to be a thriving centre of

or design? FUTURE. WE HAVE MANY sporting and social activity built
ROB: After playing, | had a few years YOU NGSTE Rs PLAY|NG on real positive energy involving

away yvhen | concenTrchd solely on THE GAME FOR REAL

teaching. Then the late Mike Bleasdale

asked me if I'd come down and help ENJOYMENT AND

with the Thirds. | did that briefly and

then helped Jim Telfer with the Firsts THEY ARE SUPPORTED
BY MANY SUPER

before taking over as coach when
he became SRU Director of Rugby

everyone.

BRENDAN: I'm with you on that Rob.
But in order to create this legacy,
we need to get the membership
and the community behind us and
then secure serious funding. And,

| then was a Pro Coach with the SR'U VOLU NTEERS - FOR ME with the best will in the world, | don't

(I coached Borders, Glasgow,
Edinburgh, Scotland Sevens & Scotland
A) for 14 years so then was away from
the club. | then helped and supported the coaches
for a couple of years before becoming Director of
Rugby. That involves trying to support all feams at
the club and any other job that | can help with.

BRENDAN: Mine was fotally by accident: Jerry

Brett was helping me with my retirement. At my first
meeting with him, we spent 10 minutes talking about
retirement funds, and 50 minutes talking about the
U18 Waspsl!! | was recruited as Wasps Team Manager

think we're talking about selling

THE FUTURE |s BRlGHT---" raffle tickets. Some clubs have

secured their long-term financial

security, and we need to look at
what is best for Melrose Rugby. This could be by
seeking Charitable Status, but we need fo investigate
properly, and set ourselves up for our players, our
members, and the community that we are at the
heart of.

And with that, we wished each other good health and
made serious inroads into the Caol lla and Jamesons.

SLAINTE!
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WITH JUST over ftwo months remaining,
anticipation is mounting for the
upcoming Melrose Sevens, set to
unfold from the 11th to the 13th of
April. This year's three-day tournament
promises a thrilling celebration of
rugby, community and sportsmanship.

The festivities commence on Thursday

11th with the prestigious Jackson Distillers
Hall of Fame Dinner. Melrose's own Carl
Hogg and Gala Rugby's Arthur Hovis
Brown will be honoured, taking their
rightful places in the Melrose Sevens Hall of
Fame, commemorating their outstanding
contributions to the sport.

Friday 12th is dedicated to nurturing the
future stars of rugby. The Merchiston Castle
School Junior Rugby Clinic in the morning will
provide young talents with expert guidance,
sefting the stage for an afternoon of intense
competition, with Under-13, Under-14
and Under-15 exhibition matches and the
Under-16 Drummond Cup.
As evening descends, the
Melrose Wasps Under-
18s Sevens Tournament
will take place, with
the eight Border sides
vying for the coveted
Jim Telfer Cup. This
tournament will mark a
special collaboration
with the Hong Kong
Sevens. The winners
of the Melrose Wasps
Under-18s Shield
competition will clinch the
inaugural Hong Kong Shield. Meanwhile,
the winners of the men's and women's
competition at this year's Hong Kong
Sevens will be presented with the ‘Melrose
Shield', adding a new dimension to both
tournament's international allure. We would

TICKETS: www.melrose7s.co.uk
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MELROSE
S TR ™
FROM TALKING
TO MEMBERS,
ADVERTISERS
AND THE PUBLIC

THAT WE NEEDED

like to thank Hong Kong Sevens for their sup?&

Friday night will see the debut of Thé Celebration
of Women in Sport — an awards ceremony
celebrating the accomplishments of female

sporting stars in the Scottish Borders. There A SIMPLE
are over thirty shortlisted nominees across five o
categories, including ‘Team of the Year' and Pttt _— _a P WEBSITE...

‘Coach of the Year'. This event ;Si;omises an
evening of inspiration and celebration. A special
mention must go to our very own Elise Ross, Holly
Leach, Bryony Hawthorne and the it
Earlston Girls Under 15s Rugby team

who have been shortlisted in their
respective categories.

MELROSE RUGBY is delighted to announce the launch of its new club
website. Designed by local website designer Amy Miskelly of elliott +
miskelly, the new site has a clean and fresh feel, and will make it easy
for you to navigate, and to find the things that are most commonly
looked for, information such as fixtures, player updates, newsletters
and match reports. The site is easy to update so we can be confident
that our ‘shop window’ to the world is accurate, and something that we
can be proud of.

All eyes turn to the hallowed grounds
of the Greenyards on Saturday 13th,
where the 1883 Centenary Cup
Tournament will captivate spectators
with twenty-four teams battling fiercely
for championship glory. Defending
champions Monaco Impi's, Samurai,
Durham University and Lion Rugby
7s are among the powerhouses
competing for the 1883 Centenary
Cup. The Melrose Sevens crowd will

Many of the new site design features were used in the new Southern
Knights website which was launched last Summer.

Amy explained the main differences with the old club website, and
PLAYER | why we needed to change. “We learned from talking to members,
SPONSORSHIP 23/ 2 | advertisers and the general public that we needed a simple website
that was fast to load, easy to use, performed as well on mobile devices
be freated 1o the likes of Zimbabwe “ as desktops. Ogr new Homepage is laid out Iike‘c guick guide to easily
Internationalist Arun Watkins representing ’ 2’_’?-' access everything you'd want on a weekly basis, like fixtures, results,
Lion Rugby 7s and ex Worcester Warriors Y St - news and player profiles. We also provide links to our partners’ and

and Bristol Bears star, Augustin Slowik advertisers’ websites.”

who will pull on the shirt for defending
champions, Monaco Impi's. The Women's
Tournament, returning after an impressive
debut last year, will feature six teams vying
for the Mike Bleasdale Cup. The competition
boasts the return of reigning champions,

the Lionesses, facing formidable opponents
like South African side, DeltaDrone Tuks

and the Scottish side, Hearts + Balls.

“You can drill down into more detail if you like. For instance, we have
created a timeline of the club's history a comprehensive guide to our
facilities and venue hire. We have details for parents on each of our
Youth Groups, and information on hospitality events at the Greenyards."

What do you think of it2 We would love to hear back from you
- send your feedback, the good, the bad and the ugly, to
office@melroserugby.org

Saturday will conclude with a vibrant party

in the Fanzone, headlined by local DJ Callum G >
Gallacher, providing the perfect ending to a S b THE BRAND NEW Melrose Sevens app has officially
weekend filled with rugby excellence W launched. The official app is your go to for all
and community celebration. 29 information needed - stay on fop of news, access
programmes and fixtures lists, receive vendor
information, see event maps and purchase tickets.

Y download
it here!


www.melroserugby.org
www.melrose7s.co.uk
https://www.apple.com/uk/app-store/
https://play.google.com/store/games?hl=en_GB&gl=US
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SENIOR RUGBY UPDATE

RUGBY S A\

RUGBY is a rollercoaster and it certainly
has been a season of ups and downs.
Brilliant highs and gut-wrenching lows.
We've seen some outstanding team
performances with a scattering of
inconsistencies along the way but overall,
I'm excited about the future of this team
and club as a whole.

I wish | was writing this with our 1XV sitting
comfortably in second place in National
League 1, but instead, we dropped

points to bottom side Dundee at home

at the weekend after five really positive
performances, including two derbies
against Gala. Before the Dundee game,
the coaching group really felt we'd
achieved an element of tactical clarity with
our players and are really working fowards
embedding our playing identity which

I'm sure you'll agree, is amazing to watch
when we get it right. That needs to start
happening more often than not if we're
going fo push on next season.

Were we complacent against Dundee?

Did we just expect it to happen because
they were sitting at the bottom of the table?
Did we get the game plan right?2 Was our
messaging as coaches suitable? Was our
preparation right? Did | get selection wrong?
Have we been driving standards? Have we

SE

BY HEAD COACH @

IAIN ‘CHEG” CHISHOLM

been behaving in a way that models the
behaviour we want to see from our players?
Whatever the answer to these questions, it's
clear that we went away from the plan and
our own understanding of what making high
percentage plays are. It's our systems and
processes that give us our strength. When
the players understand what it looks like and
what it feels like, we're so difficult to defend
against, but we went away from that against
Dundee.

We want fo be known for how fast we

play and our ability to use the ball to beat
defences. But we can’t undervalue the
physical side of the game that unlocks our
speed and ball movement. We've battled
with set-piece issues this season which has
become a positive part to our game thanks
to Robbie Brown and Nick Beavon. We've
some young lads coming through in the front
row that could be Melrose centurions and
I'm really excited to see them pull on the
Melrose jersey in the future but they’ve got
to go and grab the opportunity themselves.

Against Gala at Netherdale, we offloaded
successfully over 30 times. That doesn’t
happen when we're forcing offloads, but
making calculated decisions based on
what's gone before and the understanding/
feel we have for the moment we're in. We're
finding that when our forwards pass the

JANUARY 2024
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...WE'RE TARGETING A
SECOND PLACE FINISH IN
NATIONAL LEAGUE 1...”

ball, we score more points. When we don’t
kick the ball out, we create fatigue and
dominance or parity when playing a pack
that we give away weight to.

We're targeting a second place finish in
National League 1. We made that goal
harder for ourselves last weekend,
and with Ayr taking their foot off
the gas and losing to teams
around us, we'’ve got to take
control of our own story and

finish the league campaign on

a positive. Following the finish of
the league, we get an opportunity
to compete for the Border League.
We know what fo expect from
opposition teams and understand where
they’ll go after us. But we're up for the
challenge.

Y
W\
St

Since the big Boxing Day derby win, the
Storm have struggled to pick up fixtures as
the opposition have been unable to field a
side. As with the 1XV, availability of players
and injuries have played their part in where
we are. What is the future for 2XV rugby?
That's a conversation that a lot of people
have some great opinions on but here at
home, we're very lucky that we have really
loyal and dedicated players who keep
turning up week in and out.
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KIERAN COONEY

BY CLUB DIRECTOR ROBIN WOOD

THE CLUB’S General Manager,
Kieran Cooney, has taken up a
new, exciling role as Business
Development Manager with
Edinburgh Rugby.

When Kieran became Southern
Knights General Manager in late
August 2022, his was a familiar
face around the Greenyards,
stepping intfo a new role with
the club he had been closely associated with both as
player and latterly as a coach, and as a member of
the Junior Section.

The position was new and so Kieran had no road map
to follow on day one. He took on this challenge with
relish and quickly identified the key deliverable as
growing sponsorship opportunities to help fund the
Southern Knights.

His initial focus was to find sponsorship opportunities
focussed on the whole match day experience.
Here are examples:

e Ball Crew sponsorship

¢ Training Bag sponsorship

* Match Ball Sponsorship

¢ Photography Sponsorship

Next, he looked to differentiate the sponsorship of
Knights and Club players by engaging with the

EWS

MELROSE

RUGBY

Knights players and getting them to identify a
commercial sponsor wherever possible.

He also identified that in the difficult economic
climate, sponsorship associated with Youth and
Social Inclusion were most likely to grow support.

In parallel with his commercial activities, he also
took responsibility for recruiting a match day team
to support the preparation and care of all rugby
matters, freeing him up to deliver social media
output.

In the Summer of 2023, after a Board Review of the
cub's operational model, Kieran took on the wider
remit of Club General Manager. He immediately
assisted in the transition to this new model and
identified a number of ways to empower members
of the support team 1o step up intfo wider match
day roles.

With his background in the SRU he has also been at
the centre of two capital funding proposals which
will deal with a serious roof issue and allow the
redesign of the entrance hall and Ned Haig Bar.

There is no doubt that Kieran will be a huge success
in his new role with Edinburgh Rugby. He will by
every measure leave a big space to fill, and so we
are delighted that Doug Crawford is going to take
up this challenge when he starts as the new Knights
General Manager on the 12th February.

TRIUMPP OVER ADVERSITY

A WEE UPDATE following Following on from last month’s Rose article about Deaf rugby playing
Malcolm Changleng'’s Syrian refugee Omar Darwish, we are delighted to update you that
arlicle in the . the Syrian rugby union picked up on the article and have selected

November Rose on

Syrian Brothers Omar
and Ahmad of Gala

Omiar to play for the Syrian National Sevens team! He attends
a fraining camp and then plays in an International Sevens
Tournament in Saudi Arabia.

Rugby. ' e Our heartiest congratulations Omar from
all at Melrose Rugby!

ﬁ
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NATIONAL
LEAGUE
DIVISION 1
(MEN'S)

BCOTTRA
AUGAT

02 SEP
09 SEP
16 SEP
23 SEP
30 SEP

07 OCT
14 OCT
28 OCT

04 NOV
11 NOV
18 NOV
25 NOV

09 DEC
16 DEC

13 JAN
20 JAN
27 JAN

03 FEB

JANUARY 2024

GHA RFC (A) 42-26

GHK RFC (H) 68-7
BIGGAR RFC (A) 0-36
AYR RFC (H) 13-35

GALA RFC (H)  53-31

HIGHLAND (A)  17-10
GLASGOW A.(H) 28-62
WATSONIAN (H) 18-11

GHARFC(H)  40-10
GHK RFC (A) 17-32
BIGGAR RFC (H) 29-45
AYR RFC (A) 69-34

HIGHLAND (H)  34-22
DUNDEER. (A)  13-53

GALARFC (A)  21-34
GLASGOW ACCIES P-P
DUNDEER. (H) 26-38

WATSONIAN FC A

DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR LATEST
INFORMATION PLEASE CHECK ONLINE:

WWW.MELROSERUGBY.ORG
0006
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e ...IF YOU’D LIKE TO HELP THE YOUTH SECTION
(OR THE WIDER CLUB IN ANY WAY) TO MAKE SIMILAR
= THINGS HAPPEN, WE'D LOVE YOUR HELP... JUST GET
A B USY 2023. o BY FRASER RANKINE & CHARLOTTE MIDFORD THE ANNUAL CRICHTON CUP IN TOUCH WITH YOUR COACH, OR ONE OF THE

PARENT REPS — ALL HELP HOWEVER BIG OR SMALL IS
HAPPY NEW YEAR to all our readers from everyone at the NEW KIT LAUNCHED WELCOME. NEXT MONTH, THERE WILL BE A BIT MORE
Youth Section! To kick off the year, this month, we're taking ghec::h“:ll Jeo INFORMATION ON SOME SPECIFIC WAYS YOU
a bit of.o look back at the last year or so., since i-he Youth :::hﬁtclfuub Fa k LINKS WITH THE SENIOR CLUB XV CAN GET INVOLVED..." . .
Committee group got back up and running again post COVID. page from just - AND SOUTHERN KNIGHTS » ;!
Currently chaired by Fraser Rankine & Paul Wheatley, the Xmas ';I"'::dy Lastly, despite quite a few calls offs with . . & by
Youth Committee is a parent-led working group of Melrose the freezing weather and a festive pause, " i ‘
Rugby and is made up of Youth Coaches, Parent Reps for each there are sfill a few pics to share with you A
age group, as well as other key members of the wider Club, g N from the S1 victory away to Dunbarton on
including our Director of Rugby, Rob Moffat, and Head of =+ ' 13 January and S1 & S2 Musselburgh at
Youth Rugby, lain Chisholm. p | . home after which they enjoyed followed

by Christmas Jersey lunch...
The committee meets monthly and its main mission is to help deliver
change and improvements for the Youth Section and the wider club,
as well as giving coaches and parents a forum to ask questions and
disseminate thoughts and ideas for improvements. The commitiee
helps organise Youth Events (such as the Hornets Festival, Ball Crew

for the Melrose Sevens and the Crichton Cup) and fundraising MASSIVE INCREASE IN YOUTH THE $2 BOY’S AND GIRL'S

activities (like the Christmas Hampers, Christmas Market and Six MEMBERSHIP FRANCE TRIP

Nations’ Prediction Cards). The group is also actively involved with P7 TOUR TO INVERNESS
coach development, first aid, safeguarding, sponsorship and events

/ fundraising. The Committee work closely with Hilary in the office and SOCIAL EVENTS

also the Melrose Rugby Board (with board members regularly attending
Youth meetings) to support the Youth Coaches in the background and
to make the Melrose Rugby experience a positive one for every child

taking part. SOME REALLY EFFECTIVE

. . . . FUND-RAISING...
A lot has been achieved since the COVID hiatus, but this | am sure

will be just the start — every time you talk with any of the committee,
you hear of new ambitious ideas of how we can make further

improvements. Just like rugby INCREASED COMMUNITY
itself, it is a team effort and /3 N 6NATIONS PREDICTION CARDS

the Youth Section rely on Just a reminder to try and sell your prediction cards and return them
(along with the entry fees) by no later than 8pm this coming Friday
2 February. Please make every effort to sell your allocation or think
about making an equivalent donation to the same value as any
. December December December unsold cards (if you are able). Unsold cards should be offered to your
we enjoy. 2021 2022 2023 age group / other age groups / members or refurned to the office so
they can be redistributed and sold. Spares are available from lead
coaches, or at the Greenyards entrance foyer, Ned Haig and 1877
from the past 12 months: bars, and online versions are available on request from the Office.

volunteers without whom
we'd not have the great
frips, festivals, and events

Here are a few highlights
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MEMBERS CORNER

:JJ
wiizos et
HONORARY PRESIDENT MELROSE
His Grace the Duke of Buccleuch RUGEN
BOARD MEMBERS
LIFE MEMBERS VICE-PRESIDENTS
C. H. Brown D. A. Brown
W. M. G. Brown D. Campbell
G.J. Bunyan Mrs. V. Chisholm
G. Chisholm C. B. Clowes
M. N. Dalgetty |. Cooper
Mrs. B. Doyle A. Croall ' :
J.D. Hardie Mrs. J. Frame GEORGE ELLIOTT ANDY PURVES ROBIN WOOD PHIL MORRIS ALLISON LEACH
J. Lauder T. Jackson CHAIRMAN DIRECTOR DIRECTOR DIRECTOR DIRECTOR
T. McLeish R. Mack
FRIDAY BORDER LEAGUE 2023/24 M. O'Reilly D.A. Peters [ 4 - '1'
FA RME R,S DAY Mrs. E. Ross €. Ruthv.en I__q,.‘-.'-
H.M. Pollock Dr. G. Wilson - i
MELROSE W. A. Scoft - e
MARCH uTyY J.W. Telfer GRANT HOGG GEORGE RUNCIMAN ROB MOFFAT BRENDAN MOLLOY
V KE Lso HOZP;AM Dr. C. Tiemessen PgtIE%IEEéETI\CI)TR& VICE PRESIDENT DIRECTOR OF RUGBY SECRETARY
W. A. Todd
|.G. Houston

THE 300 CLUB has been running
for a number of years now, and
the club is grateful to its organiser
June Frame for helping to raise
much needed funds for clubhouse
TRAINING improvements.

$1, §2, S3 MONDAY $1-018

4-5PM EARLSTON HIGH SCHOOL OME For an annual cost of £12 (£1 per
$1, 52, S3 WEDNESDAY c

4-5PM EARLSTON HIGH SCHOOL +TRY! month), each player stands to win
YOUTH RUGBY U16 & U18 TUES & THURS a monthly prize of £50, £25, £20, £15

5:30 - 7PM MELROSE RUGBY ope ’

e OUR BARS WILL BE OPEN
GREENYARDS ON GAME DAYS SERVING
AL FOOD & DRINK!

or £10. There are additional draws
in June and December for £250.

TRAINING 9:30AM
SUNDAY MORNINGS NuRsERY7

NURSERY-P1 P2 apP1-F
P3 P4 P5 Pé& P7

MINIS RUGBY THE GREENYARDS

“We desperately need new
members in order to keep this
fund raiser going”, June told us.
“If you would like to join, please
get | touch with me via the office

{ R .
R
- ; ; RS )
@ )N\ . . 012, V14, ) DRAW \N\NN\F;__D (office@melroserugby.org), leaving
) g\ @&D IE IE [N] IE Eg  meommwvams E W 1 « r:_:XOUNC your name and contact details.”
. - _ N

GIRLS RUGBY WEDNESDAY 6-7PM

FOLLOW MELROSE
RUGBY CLUB XV
ON SOCIAL MEDIA:

f v ©


mailto:office@melroserugby.org
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseRFC/
https://twitter.com/MelroseRugby
https://www.instagram.com/melroserugby/
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RELAXING ACCOMMODATION - AWARD-WINNING FOOD
THE PERFECT SCOTTISH BORDERS LOCATION

MARKET SQUARE MELROSE SCOTTISH BORDERS TDé6 9PL
Tel: +44 (0)1896 822285 | Email: enquiries@burtshotel.co.uk

www.burtshotel.co.uk @@

Get 20% off
COFFEETREE

sourceclimatechange.com

COFFEE INGC

AVAILABLE FOR EVENTS

Coffeeinc04@gmail.com
07570117559

@ @coffeeinc_horders

JANUARY 2024

( A & R Brownlie Ltd

Timber Merchants

INDEPENDENT TIMBER. MERCHANTS
WITH ROOTS BACE. MORE THAMN 150 YEARS.
HELFING YOU MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR TIMBER RESOURCE.

South East Scolland & North East England:
Alex Brownlie OTH5T 471 909
alex@arbrownlie com

South West Scotland & North West l‘-;nynul:
"‘;§Domld Macdonald 07710 199 071
L donald@arbrownlie com

Central Scotland & Perthshire:
Danuel Macdonald 07354 848 234

damelartrovwnlie com

i .{_-

MO OBLIGATION SITE VISITS OFFERED. WE PROVIDE THE COMPLETE TIMBER. HARVESTING AND MARKETING
SERVICE FOR. YOUR WOOODLANDS LARGE AND SMALL.

SOUTHERN

KNIGHTS ’

Q) Q)
MELROSE

RUGBY i

b —
MELROSE

SEVENS

OFFICIAL CLUB SHOP

VISIT OUR ONLINE
CLUB SHOP
FOR ALL MELROSE
RUGBY, SEVENS AND
SOUTHERN KNIGHTS
MERCH!

maciien

UNIFORMS



https://www.teamwear.border-embroideries.co.uk/clubs/melrose-rugby.html
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THE SECURITY SPECIALISTS

George & Abbotsford
Hotel

SIA ACCREDITED
SECURITY
SPECIALISTS

Cutting-Edge CCTV Technology, Property Management,
Construction & Traditional Security Services.

Stay and enjoy a few days with us

With a passion for great food and 5 star service, the George and Abbotsford Hotel
aims to provide the ideal setting for every occasion whether you are looking for a
short break away, a chilled drink and tasty meal or the
perfect place to host your next big event.

Under new management since November 2018, the former coaching inn in the
heart of Melrose is now home to a bustling listed building which plays a key part
in the local community as an avid supporter of the historic Melrose Sevens. Eye-

catching rugby memorabilia is proudly displayed in the bar area.

1
|
-

So whether you are a local to Melrose, a passing visitor or traveler from
Scotland Office: 26 Tannoch Drive, Glasgow G67 2XX afar, all are welcome to pop in and see the range of facilities we have to

London Office: Central Court, 25 Southampton Buildings Holborn, London, WC2A 1AL offer and we look forward to seeing you soon.

E: info@portalsecurity.com T: 0330 135 5933 10% DISCOUNT ON FOOD FOR BORDER RUGBY CLUB MEMBERS*

*Proof of a valid membership card is required

www.portalsecurity.com

01896 822308 enquiries@georgeandabbotsfordmelrose.co.uk

0 O o @ www.georgeandabbotsfordmelrose.co.uk
f




—The—

REDSE

NEWSLETTER

ACKPORT INVESTMENTS

Supporting communities in the Scottish Borders

JANUARY 2024

8 Upper Ballydougan Road , Portadown, Co Armagh BT63 5NU
T:028 3834 1255 E:info@agwilsoncivilengineering.com

www.agwilsoncivilengineering.com

SDConsultancy

MODERN APPRENTICESHIP EXPERTS

www.sdconsultancy.org.uk
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We Care !

Over 30 years of
experience in
Telecommunications
& IT Industry

Technology Solutions
tailored to suit your
business needs

NOW RECRUITING !

Choose one contact point for all your business technology needs;
computer systems, email, mobiles, broadband, office phones and
cabling: Your one-stop-shop solution. Freephone 03330 111011

bTechnologies
VOICE&DATA SOLUTIONS

w www.gbtechnologies.co.uk
e enquiries@gbtechnologies.co.uk

To view our stock please go i i THE PICK-UP
PROFESSIONALS

www.adampurves-isuzu.co.uk

AAdampPurves

Since 1879

& 01896 759121

#  www.adampurves-isuzu.co.uk
Q Tweedbank, Galashiels TD1 3RS

“Your future is whatever you make it.
So make it a good one.”

Doc Brown, Back to the Future - 1989

01896 822520
www.brettinvestment.com

o ettf BettrPlanning for a BettrLife

0
ME‘[;SE

RUGBY

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT WITH OUR
PITCHSIDE ADVERTISING

The Greenyards 3G pitch is used by Melrose Rugby's 1XV, Storm and

age grade teams as well as the club's part-time pro FOSROC Superé

side, Southern Knights. The community pitch is also used by football
and other clubs/groups via Live Borders.

PITCHSIDE ADVERTISING BOARDS

Size: 2280mm wide x 850mm deep.

NEW BOARD & DISPLAY: £500 + var
RENEWAL OF EXISITING DISPLAY: £350 + var

TOBLERONE ADVERTISING BOARDS
Size: 3000mm wide x 600mm deep.

NEW BOARD & DISPLAY: £800 +var

EMAIL: rugby@melroserugby.org

{Crawford )
lr . Builders /IR

lm\

!‘,‘_‘a-r L "H.ﬂ.."!ﬁqpnl,; "‘- 1 ." |

F .le L, r'\ll.ll..r\.-h

PROUD SPONSOR OF

MELROSE
STORM

JANUARY 2024
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SHOW YOUR
SUPPORT POST
COVID BY
PURCHASING A
LIMITED EDITION
FAN TILE!

<4 PLATINUM TILE

On Main Stand \{@

£240 per tile

OSE
V¥ GOLD TILE N\Ek%,

On Henderson Way
£120 per tile OUR PERS
\NSCR‘PT\O

melroserugby
.org

macron

KIT SUPPLIERS TO MELROSE SEVENS, MELROSE RUGBY & SOUTHERN KNIGHTS
www.macron.com

HYDRATE

BORDERS


mailto:rugby@melroserugby.org

—The—

R“’\?’Js E JANUARY 2024

b —
NEWSLETTER

7]
Savills is #

prou

O support

» MELROSE
oy YOUTH RUGBY

LUKE FRENCH

Ifrench@savills.com

+44 (0) 7968 550 338 SaVi"S

[T and Business Consulting

Founded in Québec in 1976, CGl is now among the largest
IT and business consulting services firms in the world.

DOING WHAT
MATTERS
FORTHE TRADE

With 78,000 consultants and other professionals across the globe, around 400 are
based in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen and the Scottish Borders. CGl delivers
an end-to-end portfolio of capabilities, from strategic IT and business consulting
to systems integration, managed IT and business process services and intellectual
property solutions.

) CGl works with clients through a local relationship model complemented by a global
e v | e S delivery network that helps clients digitally transform their organizations and
accelerate results.

www.travisperkins.co.uk

journey

Find out how CGl can help your business
Telephone us on 0845 0707765

Email us at enquiry.uk@cgi.com
Visit cgi.com/Scotland

@ Travis Perkins

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT EVIE’S JOURNEY:

0 Evie’s Batten Journey
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44 Kings Haugh
Prestonfield Park Industrial Estate
Edinburgh, EH16 5UY

T: 0131 661 1333
F: 0131 652 1014

E: sales@standrewstimber.co.uk

5A Stenhouse Mill Lane
Edinburgh
EH11 3LR

T: 0131 510 7778

E: sales2@standrewstimber.co.uk

Phoenix Mill
107 Ferguslie
Paisley, PA1 2UZ

T: 0141 561 0311
F: 0141 561 0313

E: sales@standrewstimberwest.co.uk

35 Firth Road
Houston Industrial Estate
Livingston, EH54 5DJ

T: 01506 243 378

E: sales3@standrewstimber.co.uk

www.standrewstimbersupplies.co.uk

JANUARY 2024

L EXPERIENCE AND A SKILLED

WITH OVER THIRTY YEARS OF \\ I

WORKFORCE, MICHAEL RAMAGE [y iis
FORESTRY LD_ - .

small-scale native woodlan: creatlon.t o r;’ {ww "
g

large-scale commercial fo s :@'g% ish 1.;“._:‘ 2ot

; <y=h I 2
Based i 1n e ﬁ 45 % rd r
s Lt 5 - ,

WE SPECIALISE IN

Large Scale Woodland Creation and Restocking

Native Riparian Planting ¢ Flood Prevention Planting

Farm Hedging

Windfarm Compensatory Planting and Regeneration Clearance
Pruning and Singling ¢ Invasive Species Control

Chainsaw clearing windblow and respacing

Timber mensuration and damage assessments

WE WORK DIRECTLY WITH YOU, YOUR FACTOR OR VIA YOUR FORESTRY
AGENTS TO DELIVER A COST-EFFECTIVE HIGH-QUALITY SERVICE.

Scottish
Land &Estates

Visit www.michaelramageforestry.co.uk or call 07967591309 for
further information E-mail michaelramageforestry@gmail.com
Head office: Broomilees Farmhouse, Melrose. TD6 9BE t:01896822414
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#8  MATCHDAY

Caledonian

HEATING AND PLUMBING LTD.

PROUD SPONSORS

W MAINETTI

LIMITED ONLY BY YOUR IMAGINATION

Mainetti designs for the future of retail by identifying key trends and translating
them into solutions for our customers. Our designers and engineers are available to

FARMER'S DAY

; FRIDAY 1 MARCH
9 MELROSE V KELSO
fersoue™ 7:30PM  HOSPITALITY from 4PM

£35 MEMBERS / £40 NON-MEMBERS

office@melroserugby.org
— The —

GREENYARDS

MELROSE

R@&SE o~

COACH DEVELOPMENT

customize your products and help you achieve your vision.

caledonianbeating ook

'3

L
Eden Secure Limited is a leading I
provider of cutting-edge technologies
and services, offering fibre optic '
network installation, maintenance, and
upgrades for businesses in the UK.

MONDAY 26 FEBRUARY
>> KICKING

MONDAY 25 MARCH

0207 167 7947 >> SEVENS

contact@edensecure.co.uk

M/Ebl.ras E

RUGBY



mailto:office@melroserugby.org
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GEORGE
CRAWFORD
LEGACY
TRUST

FOR MORE DETAILS ABOUT THE
TRUST, TO LEARN ABOUT
PREVIOUS RECIPIENTS ORTO
APPLY FOR FUNDING SUPPORT
' PLEASE SEE:

v www.georgecrawfordlegacytrust.org.uk

Or email
info@georgecrawfordlegacytrust.org.uk

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL LETS:

J 1 bed flats - 5 bed family homes 01896 820 555
. www.jscestates.co.uk
& Town or Country locations e

info@jscestates.co.uk

Commercial properties 250-20000 sqft Estate office, Pavilion,
Melrose, TD6 9BN

needs, where possible

J Properties tailored to suit business

Local independent family run JSC ESTATES

business

ADVERT OPTIONS

]

JANUARY 2024

SOUTHERN

KNIGHTS

,_'

RSE
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COMMUNITY MATCHDAY
NEWSLETTER PROGRAMMES

THE ROSE is a monthly community
A4 newsletter, designed, printed
and distributed around Melrose
each month, with a digital
version available online at
WWW.MELROSERUGBY.ORG
and promoted via the clubs
social media channels.

THE SOUTHERN KNIGHTS and
MELROSE 1XV PROGRAMMES
are A5 publications printed
for each home match.

— - e e

FULL PAGE ADVERT
£500 - var

HALF PAGE AD
£350 - var

QUARTER PAGE AD
£200 - var

BOOK YOUR ADVERT SPACE NOW! FOR FURTHER DETAILS EMAIL:
SKGM@MELROSERUGBY.ORG


mailto: Skgm@melroserugby.org
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CREATIVE GRAPHIC DESIGN
SOLUTIONS FOR BRANDS
www.pmgdesign.co.uk

0060

SPONSORS

S énderson BEL

BORDERS EMPLOYMENT LAW
orki

—
brett Calnex
Insight and Innovation

R 0o e st @ Siowns QTectroteses JACKSON
%
SAFEHINGE . AL
PRIMERA savils  SDConsultancy
B e s nke N i
ANDREWS  @TravisPerkins  TRICAPITAL  (TED

PARTNERS

Y RO LIVE Nimes macren @

N/ evie's
batten
journey

SPORT DOD '
GILBERT BORDERS POLLE pmgd
— he —
GREENYARDS
MELROSE

FOLLOW MELROSE RUGBY ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR LATEST NEWS @ ©
T: 01896 822993 E: OFFICE@MELROSERUGBY.ORG WWW.MELROSERUGBY.ORG


www.pmgdesign.co.uk
www.pmgdesign.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/paulmcleangraphicdesign
https://twitter.com/pmgd_
https://www.instagram.com/pmgd_paulmclean
mailto:office@melroserugby.org
www.melroserugby.org
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseRFC/
https://twitter.com/MelroseRugby
https://www.instagram.com/melroserugby/



