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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  W E L C O M E

...I’D LIKE TO THANK ...I’D LIKE TO THANK 
EACH ONE OF THE EACH ONE OF THE 
VOLUNTEERS WHO VOLUNTEERS WHO 
HAVE HELPED IN HAVE HELPED IN 
ANY WAY TO MAKE ANY WAY TO MAKE 
MELROSE SEVENS THE MELROSE SEVENS THE 
BRILLIANT WEEKENDBRILLIANT WEEKEND
IT WAS THIS YEAR...”IT WAS THIS YEAR...”

WELCOME!

Shogun winners of the
Shogun winners of the

1883 Centenary Cup.
1883 Centenary Cup.
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WELCOME WELCOME to the April edition of to the April edition of The RoseThe Rose..
The Sevens have been the main focus for everybody at The Greenyards The Sevens have been the main focus for everybody at The Greenyards 
over the last month or so. A huge amount of work goes into organising the over the last month or so. A huge amount of work goes into organising the 
Sports and setting up the ground for the three-day event. That it all runs Sports and setting up the ground for the three-day event. That it all runs 
so smoothly is down to a great team working incredibly hard behind the so smoothly is down to a great team working incredibly hard behind the 
scenes. I’d like to thank each one of the volunteers who have helped in scenes. I’d like to thank each one of the volunteers who have helped in 
any way to make Melrose Sevens the brilliant weekend it was this year. any way to make Melrose Sevens the brilliant weekend it was this year. 
Thanks also to the thousands who attended on the day and the over 45,000 Thanks also to the thousands who attended on the day and the over 45,000 
people who tuned in online and watched on the BBC.people who tuned in online and watched on the BBC.

The Hall of Fame got the weekend off to a great start. The following night The Hall of Fame got the weekend off to a great start. The following night 
the Women in Sport dinner brought in a lot of new faces to The Greenyards.  the Women in Sport dinner brought in a lot of new faces to The Greenyards.  

Both were very enjoyable evenings and congratulations to all who received awards. The Friday also Both were very enjoyable evenings and congratulations to all who received awards. The Friday also 
saw plenty of Youth Rugby being played out on the pitch. It began with a rugby clinic provided by saw plenty of Youth Rugby being played out on the pitch. It began with a rugby clinic provided by 
Merchiston Castle School. Then the Queen Bees took on local girls’ teams. Then onto the U16s who won Merchiston Castle School. Then the Queen Bees took on local girls’ teams. Then onto the U16s who won 
the Drummond Cup. And finally, the U18s who picked up the Hong Kong Shield. It means that Melrose the Drummond Cup. And finally, the U18s who picked up the Hong Kong Shield. It means that Melrose 
will be first name on that trophy. The support for the Youth Rugby was brilliant with the packed stand will be first name on that trophy. The support for the Youth Rugby was brilliant with the packed stand 
creating an electric atmosphere for the players.creating an electric atmosphere for the players.

Although the weather on the Saturday was not the best, it didn’t spoil a great day of rugby. Although the weather on the Saturday was not the best, it didn’t spoil a great day of rugby. 
Congratulations to Shogun Rugby, both men and women, on their victories. A special mention to the Congratulations to Shogun Rugby, both men and women, on their victories. A special mention to the 
men’s runners up, South Barbarians. Although they only had a couple of training sessions together, they men’s runners up, South Barbarians. Although they only had a couple of training sessions together, they 
played some great rugby throughout the day and did the Borders proud.played some great rugby throughout the day and did the Borders proud.

The Sevens season continued the following weekend with The Sevens season continued the following weekend with 
Melrose losing narrowly to Gala in the semi-final at Hawick Melrose losing narrowly to Gala in the semi-final at Hawick 
Sevens. However, the team came out on top at Berwick Sevens. However, the team came out on top at Berwick 
Sevens winning the final 24 – 12 against Jed.Sevens winning the final 24 – 12 against Jed.
Congratulations lads.Congratulations lads.

There’s still plenty rugby to see. The Knights have started their There’s still plenty rugby to see. The Knights have started their 
final Sprint Series. There are a lot of locals playing for them final Sprint Series. There are a lot of locals playing for them 
this season. They have home games over the next couple of this season. They have home games over the next couple of 
weeks so get down to The Greenyards if you can to support weeks so get down to The Greenyards if you can to support 
the boys. It will be appreciated.the boys. It will be appreciated.

The Crichtons will also take place on the 4th of May whereThe Crichtons will also take place on the 4th of May where
you can watch the future of the club display their skillsyou can watch the future of the club display their skills

If you are down at the club have a wee look in the standIf you are down at the club have a wee look in the stand
next to the tunnel. You’ll see a plaque with ‘Wattie’s Seat’ in it. A next to the tunnel. You’ll see a plaque with ‘Wattie’s Seat’ in it. A 
tribute and reminder of Wattie Todd who was an ever-present in tribute and reminder of Wattie Todd who was an ever-present in 
that very seat on training nights over the past years.that very seat on training nights over the past years.

Hopefully I’ll see you in the clubhouse.Hopefully I’ll see you in the clubhouse.

RegardsRegards

GRANT HOGGGRANT HOGG
PRESIDENT, MELROSE RUGBYPRESIDENT, MELROSE RUGBY

WELCOME!

Melrose winners atMelrose winners at

Berwick Sevens .Berwick Sevens .
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I N T E R V I E W  W I T H  G E O R G E  E L L I O T T

GEORGEGEORGEELLIOTT 
BRENDAN MOLLOY BRENDAN MOLLOY CHATS TO GEORGE ELLIOTT, GEORGE ELLIOTT, MELROSE RUGBY CHAIRMAN

I TOOKI TOOK some time last  some time last 
week after the Sevens week after the Sevens 
to sit down with George to sit down with George 
Elliott and discuss his Elliott and discuss his 
time as Chair of the time as Chair of the 
Board of Melrose Rugby. Board of Melrose Rugby. 
I started off by asking I started off by asking 
him to reflect on his time him to reflect on his time 
as Chair, and why he as Chair, and why he 
was bringing it to an end was bringing it to an end 
after the AGM in July.after the AGM in July.

George:  George:  I’ve spent the past 17 years working as I’ve spent the past 17 years working as 
a non-exec director in over 25, predominantly a non-exec director in over 25, predominantly 
technology companies, serving as chairman technology companies, serving as chairman 
on most of them. I have been winding down on most of them. I have been winding down 
my commitments and when I was approached my commitments and when I was approached 
by Andy Purves over two years ago to see if I by Andy Purves over two years ago to see if I 
would be interested in joining the Board I saw would be interested in joining the Board I saw 
it as an opportunity to give something back. it as an opportunity to give something back. 
Growing up in Newstead in the Sixties and Growing up in Newstead in the Sixties and 
Seventies, the rugby club represented all that is Seventies, the rugby club represented all that is 
good about community in Melrose. At that time, good about community in Melrose. At that time, 
it seemed that everyone had an interest in the it seemed that everyone had an interest in the 
club and took an interest in players. I loved the club and took an interest in players. I loved the 
sense of belonging and being part of something sense of belonging and being part of something 
that meant a lot to everyone. The older players that meant a lot to everyone. The older players 
looked after you and people like Eck Hastie, looked after you and people like Eck Hastie, 
Davy Chisholm, Frank Laidlaw and of course Davy Chisholm, Frank Laidlaw and of course 
Jim Telfer, made a big impression in shaping me Jim Telfer, made a big impression in shaping me 
both as a player and as an individual. So, I felt both as a player and as an individual. So, I felt 
it was important for me to put something back, it was important for me to put something back, 
especially after Covid and the turmoil that the especially after Covid and the turmoil that the 
club was having integrating the Knights and club was having integrating the Knights and 
embracing semi-professional rugby. embracing semi-professional rugby. 

BM:BM:   And has that happened?   And has that happened?

George:   George:   To an extent. Now that the SRU To an extent. Now that the SRU 
have decided to terminate the Super Six, it have decided to terminate the Super Six, it 
has clarified things. We at Melrose attracted has clarified things. We at Melrose attracted 
many players from outside to the club because many players from outside to the club because 

of the standard of coaching and our success on the of the standard of coaching and our success on the 
pitch especially in the sixties and nineties, when we pitch especially in the sixties and nineties, when we 
had a golden generation of players who played at the had a golden generation of players who played at the 
highest level. We need to continue to instil a sense of highest level. We need to continue to instil a sense of 
excellence, a pathway for all players to achieve their excellence, a pathway for all players to achieve their 
potential. This might be the 1XV or the Storm - that’s ok, potential. This might be the 1XV or the Storm - that’s ok, 
all players don’t have to aspire to be internationalists! all players don’t have to aspire to be internationalists! 
Rugby is much more than the sum of its parts - it’s about Rugby is much more than the sum of its parts - it’s about 
creating lasting friendships, camaraderie, and being creating lasting friendships, camaraderie, and being 
part of a team.part of a team.

BM:BM:          What have been the challenges and highlightsWhat have been the challenges and highlights
as Chair? as Chair? 

George:   George:   There have been more challenges than There have been more challenges than 
highlights! Dealing with the aftermath of Covid has highlights! Dealing with the aftermath of Covid has 
been tough - think of the club as a machine that we been tough - think of the club as a machine that we 
had to get started again after a period of dormancy. had to get started again after a period of dormancy. 
Behaviours have changed - people got out of the habit Behaviours have changed - people got out of the habit 
of coming down to support the teams. I think the Super of coming down to support the teams. I think the Super 
Six divided us, both from the Borders and within the Six divided us, both from the Borders and within the 
club. A lot of this was down folk not relating to the name club. A lot of this was down folk not relating to the name 
Southern Knights. What actually happened was that the Southern Knights. What actually happened was that the 
club took on running an extra team, for 12 months of the club took on running an extra team, for 12 months of the 
year. Andy Purves uses the term ‘over-trading’ - we put year. Andy Purves uses the term ‘over-trading’ - we put 
an enormous amount of pressure on our dedicated, but an enormous amount of pressure on our dedicated, but 
limited, band of volunteers, and on the balance sheet.limited, band of volunteers, and on the balance sheet.

BM:  BM:    But surely Melrose Rugby must be rolling in money But surely Melrose Rugby must be rolling in money 
after the successful Sevens weekend?after the successful Sevens weekend?

George:   George:   There is a myth about the wealth of Melrose There is a myth about the wealth of Melrose 
Rugby. The club turns over about a million pounds a Rugby. The club turns over about a million pounds a 
year, but half of that comes in one weekend in April. year, but half of that comes in one weekend in April. 
We are totally dependent on the Sevens to be able to We are totally dependent on the Sevens to be able to 
balance the books. As a business, this is an ultra-high-balance the books. As a business, this is an ultra-high-
risk strategy. And the daily running of the club is, to say risk strategy. And the daily running of the club is, to say 
the least, challenging. As an example, the heating/the least, challenging. As an example, the heating/
light/power bill is over £3,500 each month. Buses to take light/power bill is over £3,500 each month. Buses to take 
players to away matches can cost us upwards of £1,000. players to away matches can cost us upwards of £1,000. 
And contrary to popular belief, we spend most of our And contrary to popular belief, we spend most of our 
money on rugby... coaches, kit and equipment, meals, money on rugby... coaches, kit and equipment, meals, 
pitch hire from Live Borders. But with that, over 300 local pitch hire from Live Borders. But with that, over 300 local 
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...WE HAVE SOME SUPER PEOPLE AT THE CLUB... I’D LIKE TO THINK ...WE HAVE SOME SUPER PEOPLE AT THE CLUB... I’D LIKE TO THINK 
WE’RE COMING OUT OF A ‘LOW’ AND POSITIONING OURSELVES FOR WE’RE COMING OUT OF A ‘LOW’ AND POSITIONING OURSELVES FOR 
SUCCESS, BOTH AS A RUGBY CLUB AND AS A FOCAL POINT FORSUCCESS, BOTH AS A RUGBY CLUB AND AS A FOCAL POINT FOR
THE COMMUNITY...”THE COMMUNITY...”

kids turn up for training every week between rugbykids turn up for training every week between rugby
and football, The Greenyards is buzzing most nights of and football, The Greenyards is buzzing most nights of 
the week.the week.

BM:    BM:    And what have been the highlights?And what have been the highlights?

George:   George:   I would say the Melrose Sevens. Getting it I would say the Melrose Sevens. Getting it 
re-started two years ago from a standing start that re-started two years ago from a standing start that 
January, introducing the Hall of Fame event on the January, introducing the Hall of Fame event on the 
Thursday, and this year the Women in Sport Awards, Thursday, and this year the Women in Sport Awards, 
I think the Sevens weekend has shown what we can I think the Sevens weekend has shown what we can 
achieve as a club.achieve as a club.

BM:    BM:    So, tell us how the Board believes the clubSo, tell us how the Board believes the club
should progress.should progress.

George:   George:   The Greenyards needs investment. When you The Greenyards needs investment. When you 
think of Melrose, you think of Melrose Abbey, Trimontium, think of Melrose, you think of Melrose Abbey, Trimontium, 
Abbotsford House and The Greenyards. The pavilion Abbotsford House and The Greenyards. The pavilion 
was built in 1924, with one purpose - as a rugby club, for was built in 1924, with one purpose - as a rugby club, for 
men. We need to make it fit for purpose as a modern men. We need to make it fit for purpose as a modern 
community sports facility, a community hub for the town community sports facility, a community hub for the town 
and its catchment area, and a place to highlight its rich and its catchment area, and a place to highlight its rich 
rugby heritage. As well, we need funding to enable us rugby heritage. As well, we need funding to enable us 
to provide the pathway for future generations of boys to provide the pathway for future generations of boys 
and girls. But to raise this kind of investment, we need to and girls. But to raise this kind of investment, we need to 
attract a significant amount of funding. We believe that attract a significant amount of funding. We believe that 
setting up an overarching Charitable Trust will enable setting up an overarching Charitable Trust will enable 
us to get access to these funds. In collaboration with us to get access to these funds. In collaboration with 
Melrose Football Club and Scottish Borders Council, Melrose Football Club and Scottish Borders Council, 
we are currently looking at setting up such a charity. we are currently looking at setting up such a charity. 
Other rugby clubs have been successful in doing this Other rugby clubs have been successful in doing this 
- for instance Biggar and Stirling. If Abbotsford and - for instance Biggar and Stirling. If Abbotsford and 
Trimontium can do it, I see no reason why we can’t. Trimontium can do it, I see no reason why we can’t. 

BM:   BM:   And a Community Hub?And a Community Hub?

George:   George:   Yes, we need to make The Greenyards more Yes, we need to make The Greenyards more 
accessible to others in the community and catchment accessible to others in the community and catchment 
area. We can put on successful events when we need area. We can put on successful events when we need 
to, like Doddie’s Memorial Service, and different charity to, like Doddie’s Memorial Service, and different charity 
fundraisers. We are first and foremost a rugby club, fundraisers. We are first and foremost a rugby club, 
but the development of The Greenyards gives us an but the development of The Greenyards gives us an 
opportunity to make a significant impact by creating a opportunity to make a significant impact by creating a 
hub with facilities which we can share with other clubs hub with facilities which we can share with other clubs 
and organisations in the community.and organisations in the community.

BM:   BM:   You’ve mentioned a ‘Club Reset’ - can youYou’ve mentioned a ‘Club Reset’ - can you
explain what this means?explain what this means?

George:   George:   Bottom line, we need to implement a Bottom line, we need to implement a 
sustainable financial model. We’ve done a lot of work this sustainable financial model. We’ve done a lot of work this 
past year on our finances. Now with clarity around the past year on our finances. Now with clarity around the 
Super Six, we need a structure that supports a different Super Six, we need a structure that supports a different 
model. And we have to somehow de-risk our dependency model. And we have to somehow de-risk our dependency 
on the Sevens. A ‘reset’ also means changing our culture. on the Sevens. A ‘reset’ also means changing our culture. 
We have to be more welcoming, more diverse and We have to be more welcoming, more diverse and 
inclusive, and to make ourselves more attractive both from inclusive, and to make ourselves more attractive both from 
a rugby and community perspective. Society has changed a rugby and community perspective. Society has changed 
so we must adapt but remain loyal to our values. To so we must adapt but remain loyal to our values. To 
function we need the support of volunteers. Over this past function we need the support of volunteers. Over this past 
year we have seen our loyal, committed, hard-working year we have seen our loyal, committed, hard-working 
band of volunteers increase, but we need to attract more band of volunteers increase, but we need to attract more 
who would be interested in joining the Board and the who would be interested in joining the Board and the 
Management Team. Management Team. 

BM: BM:     And Melrose Sevens?And Melrose Sevens?

George:   George:   We’ve now had three events since Covid and We’ve now had three events since Covid and 
as I said before, the Sevens Team have done a fantastic as I said before, the Sevens Team have done a fantastic 
job. They are currently reviewing the feedback, looking job. They are currently reviewing the feedback, looking 
what went well and what could be improved with the what went well and what could be improved with the 
format of the event going forward. But whatever way you format of the event going forward. But whatever way you 
look at it, it’s a massive undertaking for a town the size of look at it, it’s a massive undertaking for a town the size of 
Melrose. I had friends staying for the weekend from Ilkley Melrose. I had friends staying for the weekend from Ilkley 
Rugby Club and they were blown away by the scale of the Rugby Club and they were blown away by the scale of the 
event and the professionalism of the organisation. We beat event and the professionalism of the organisation. We beat 
ourselves up a lot, but we do get many things right.ourselves up a lot, but we do get many things right.

BM:   BM:   So, as you sail into the sunset, any parting messages?So, as you sail into the sunset, any parting messages?

George:George:   We have some super people at the club, and I    We have some super people at the club, and I 
am starting to see the next generation getting involved. All am starting to see the next generation getting involved. All 
rugby clubs have their highs and lows and ‘mediocres’. I’d rugby clubs have their highs and lows and ‘mediocres’. I’d 
like to think we’re coming out of a ‘low’ and positioning like to think we’re coming out of a ‘low’ and positioning 
ourselves for success, both as a rugby club and as a focal ourselves for success, both as a rugby club and as a focal 
point for the community. I have seven grandchildren who point for the community. I have seven grandchildren who 
are very active in a variety of sports including, swimming, are very active in a variety of sports including, swimming, 
football, gymnastics and of course rugby. I will also be 72 football, gymnastics and of course rugby. I will also be 72 
this year and the time is now right to hand over the baton.this year and the time is now right to hand over the baton.

BM:   BM:   Thank you George, best wishes to yourself and Helen.Thank you George, best wishes to yourself and Helen.
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MELROSE SEVENSMELROSE SEVENS 2024

As the heavens opened, nothing could dampen the spirits of the enthusiastic crowd gathered at the Greenyards over the second weekend of April. 

    The festivities commenced on 
Thursday at the Jackson Distillers 
Hall of Fame Dinner,
     where rugby legends Carl Hogg, 
Arthur ‘Hovis’ Brown and 
  Ross McCann were inducted      into the Melrose Sevens
        Hall of Fame.

This year’s Sevens tournament 
was a resounding success, filled 
with memorable moments both 
on and off the field.

APRILAPRIL

THURSDAYTHURSDAY

1111
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MELROSE SEVENSMELROSE SEVENS 2024
Friday started with a rugby clinic hosted by our 
friends at Merchiston Castle School,
   followed by the Queen Bees Tournament, 
where the Melrose Queen Bees secured the 
runner-up position amidst fierce competition.
   Melrose emerged victorious in the
 Under 16s Drummond Cup,
   while Peebles Colts triumphed
    in the Under 18s
       Jim Telfer Cup.

APRILAPRIL

FRIDAYFRIDAY

1212

Melrose Sevens
@Melrose7s 

Amidst the rugby action,

  Friday evening saw a remarkable

      milestone with the first 

Celebration of Women

     in Sport event.

 Over 300 guests gathered in

  the VIP tent to honour over

   40 female nominees from

         various sports a
cross 

              the region.

 The inaugural Hong Kong Shield
   was claimed by the Melrose U18
 Wasps, adding an international
    flavour to the tournament.
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MELROSE SEVENSMELROSE SEVENS 2024
On Saturday, 
thousands flocked to
  the Greenyards.APRILAPRIL

SATURDAYSATURDAY

1313

Shogun Rugby emerged

    as the double victors, claiming

 both the 1883 Centenary Cup  

         AND
    the Mike Bleasdale Cup, 

        demonstrating their 

          dominance on the field.

          The

   GoFibre Food 
Village

    buzzed with activity t
hroughout

   the day. M
eanwhile, the

 Doddie Club and VIP areas

   were humming with excitement,

    providing a premium experience 

          for 
rugby enthusiasts.



The return
 of the BBC

   to the G
reenyards after

    the hi
atus imposed by 

the

   pandemic added 
to the sen

se of

    occasio
n, capturin

g the

       thri
lling moments for

     viewers near and far.
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MELROSE SEVENSMELROSE SEVENS 2024

Melrose Sevens
   once again proved 

  why it holds a 

special place in

    the hearts of

   rugby enthusiasts

           worldwide.
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JED-FORESTJED-FOREST 32

STEWART’S MELVILLE STEWART’S MELVILLE 6

TTHE HE amalgamation of amalgamation of 
Daniel Stewart’s College Daniel Stewart’s College 
and Melville College and Melville College 

gave rise to a formidable gave rise to a formidable 
unit of rugby talent playing unit of rugby talent playing 
under the banner of Stewart’s under the banner of Stewart’s 
Melville F.P. RFC.Melville F.P. RFC.

Jed-forest team: Back, left to right:Jed-forest team: Back, left to right:
W. Robson, W. Turnbull, D. Hill,W. Robson, W. Turnbull, D. Hill,
R. Lindores. Front, left - right:R. Lindores. Front, left - right:
R. Mason, G. Turnbull, R. Laidlaw.R. Mason, G. Turnbull, R. Laidlaw.

Roy LaidlawRoy Laidlaw

1974FINALFINAL

50 50 YEARS AGO...YEARS AGO...

In their first season at Melrose In their first season at Melrose 

managed wins over Loughborough, managed wins over Loughborough, 

Hawick and Glasgow High to reach Hawick and Glasgow High to reach 

the final. Unfortunately, they had the final. Unfortunately, they had 

no answer to a Jed-forest side that no answer to a Jed-forest side that 

had seen off West of Scotland, had seen off West of Scotland, 

Melrose and Heriots. In a one-Melrose and Heriots. In a one-

sided final Jed sped out to a 22 - 0 sided final Jed sped out to a 22 - 0 

half-time lead and finished 32 - 6 half-time lead and finished 32 - 6 

winners. Many of the Edinburgh winners. Many of the Edinburgh 

players would find themselves players would find themselves 

winners five years later in 1979.winners five years later in 1979.

...WE WERE SEVEN ...WE WERE SEVEN 
YOUNG PLAYERS, WHO YOUNG PLAYERS, WHO 
LIVED IN JED AND WERE LIVED IN JED AND WERE 
OUT TO DO OUR BEST OUT TO DO OUR BEST 
FOR THE CLUB...”FOR THE CLUB...”

M E L R O S E  S E V E N S  A R C H I V E
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FINALFINAL IF YOU ASKIF YOU ASK anybody within a family that has lived in Jedburgh for  anybody within a family that has lived in Jedburgh for 
fifty years and more to comment on what Roy Laidlaw is all about, fifty years and more to comment on what Roy Laidlaw is all about, 
the common thread would be his late wife Joy and family, together the common thread would be his late wife Joy and family, together 
with friendships, and that he is a Jed man through and through.with friendships, and that he is a Jed man through and through.
Roy has Alzheimer’s now and he is tackling that in the same wayRoy has Alzheimer’s now and he is tackling that in the same way
he commits himself to his family, friends and home town.he commits himself to his family, friends and home town.

When asked to recall some memorable moments from Jed’s victory When asked to recall some memorable moments from Jed’s victory 
in 1974, it wasn’t surprising that he focused on the players in his in 1974, it wasn’t surprising that he focused on the players in his 
seven-man squad and other people involved in preparing and seven-man squad and other people involved in preparing and 
supporting them. Roy proudly stated that, “We were seven young supporting them. Roy proudly stated that, “We were seven young 
players, who lived in Jed and were out to do our best for the club.players, who lived in Jed and were out to do our best for the club.
Six of the players (Robbie Lindores, Billy Robson, Perry Mason, Derek Six of the players (Robbie Lindores, Billy Robson, Perry Mason, Derek 
Hill, George Turnbull and myself) lived in the same housing estate, Hill, George Turnbull and myself) lived in the same housing estate, 
known locally as, ‘Up the Hill’. The seventh player, Billy Turnbull,known locally as, ‘Up the Hill’. The seventh player, Billy Turnbull,
was a police officer, transferred from Hawick into Jed.”was a police officer, transferred from Hawick into Jed.”

“Seven local players, our coach, Charlie Murdoch and sponge man, “Seven local players, our coach, Charlie Murdoch and sponge man, 
George (Podge) Somerville, taking on teams that were sprinkled George (Podge) Somerville, taking on teams that were sprinkled 
with District and International players.” “Beating Melrose, Heriots with District and International players.” “Beating Melrose, Heriots 
and Stewarts Melville on the way to lifting the Melrose Sevens trophy and Stewarts Melville on the way to lifting the Melrose Sevens trophy 
was pretty special and the party, put on by the late Dr Balfour in his was pretty special and the party, put on by the late Dr Balfour in his 
house that evening, was a good way to round-off a great day.” house that evening, was a good way to round-off a great day.” 

Dr Balfour’s name comes up in Robbie Lindore’s memories of the Dr Balfour’s name comes up in Robbie Lindore’s memories of the 
day. Robbie was the youngest member of the squad, at 19 years day. Robbie was the youngest member of the squad, at 19 years 
old. Robbie explained, “I injured my knee and had to come off early old. Robbie explained, “I injured my knee and had to come off early 
in the second-half during the semi-final against Heriots. That left us in the second-half during the semi-final against Heriots. That left us 
with six players for the rest of the tie. I’m pretty sure that our hooker, with six players for the rest of the tie. I’m pretty sure that our hooker, 
Billy Robson, intercepted a pass and ran from his own half to score Billy Robson, intercepted a pass and ran from his own half to score 
the winning try.”the winning try.”

“I can’t remember what the ‘Doc’ did to get me back on the“I can’t remember what the ‘Doc’ did to get me back on the
field for the final but, whatever it was, it worked. Internationalists field for the final but, whatever it was, it worked. Internationalists 
Dougie Morgan and Ian Forsyth were in the Stewarts Melville seven, Dougie Morgan and Ian Forsyth were in the Stewarts Melville seven, 
who we were up against in the final. I just remember it being awho we were up against in the final. I just remember it being a
great atmosphere, with us playing with passion and a hunger to win. great atmosphere, with us playing with passion and a hunger to win. 
George Turnbull and myself scored two tries each and I think Billy George Turnbull and myself scored two tries each and I think Billy 
Turnbull scored one”.  Turnbull scored one”.  

“What a great feeling it was to lift the Melrose Sevens trophy“What a great feeling it was to lift the Melrose Sevens trophy
for Jed”for Jed”

ROY LAIDLAW &ROY LAIDLAW &
ROBBIE LINDORES’S ROBBIE LINDORES’S 
MEMORIES OF THEMEMORIES OF THE
1974 FINAL1974 FINAL

MEMORIES OF 1974MEMORIES OF 1974
BY IAN W FORSYTHBY IAN W FORSYTH
(STEWARTS MELVILLE)(STEWARTS MELVILLE)

I FIRST I FIRST played in the Melrose Sevens played in the Melrose Sevens 
in 1965 for Stewart’s FP as an 18-year-in 1965 for Stewart’s FP as an 18-year-
old, reaching the semi-final, and old, reaching the semi-final, and 
I remember well the tremendous I remember well the tremendous 
atmosphere which the huge crowd atmosphere which the huge crowd 
created, particularly when a Borders created, particularly when a Borders 
team was playing.team was playing.

It was no surprise then when Stewart’s It was no surprise then when Stewart’s 
Melville reached the final in 1974, in Melville reached the final in 1974, in 
our first Borders tournament, and faced our first Borders tournament, and faced 
Jed-Forest that the crowd was very Jed-Forest that the crowd was very 
much behind Jed. Jed played in the much behind Jed. Jed played in the 
first tie of the day, beating West of first tie of the day, beating West of 
Scotland and Melrose easily before a Scotland and Melrose easily before a 
narrow win over Heriots in the semi-final. narrow win over Heriots in the semi-final. 
We played the last tie of the first round, We played the last tie of the first round, 
overcoming Loughborough College overcoming Loughborough College 
easily before hard fought wins against easily before hard fought wins against 
Hawick and then Glasgow High in the Hawick and then Glasgow High in the 
second semi-final. Despite the shorter second semi-final. Despite the shorter 
rest we felt confident we could beat rest we felt confident we could beat 
Jed, but we were blown away in the Jed, but we were blown away in the 
first half by a very committed Jed side first half by a very committed Jed side 
who, when we had possession, harried who, when we had possession, harried 
us and tackled like dervishes, never us and tackled like dervishes, never 
letting us get into our stride. Conversely letting us get into our stride. Conversely 
when Jed had the ball, they made when Jed had the ball, they made 
much better use of it, with George much better use of it, with George 
Turnbull outstanding, although in truth it Turnbull outstanding, although in truth it 
was a great team effort.was a great team effort.

Jed thoroughly deserved their win,Jed thoroughly deserved their win,
their first at Melrose for 70 years, atheir first at Melrose for 70 years, a
win much enjoyed by the crowd.win much enjoyed by the crowd.
We contested two more finals, in We contested two more finals, in 
1976 and 1978, losing both before we 1976 and 1978, losing both before we 
eventually triumphed in 1979.eventually triumphed in 1979.
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SATURDAYSATURDAY

GREENYARDSGREENYARDS

MAYMAY
5:00PM5:00PM

2525
SATURDAYSATURDAY

GOLDENACREGOLDENACRE

MAYMAY
3:00PM3:00PM

2727
SATURDAYSATURDAY

GREENYARDSGREENYARDS

APRILAPRIL
3:00PM3:00PM

1818
SATURDAYSATURDAY
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MAYMAY
3:00PM3:00PM

3131
F R I D A YF R I D A Y

GREENYARDSGREENYARDS

MAYMAY
7:35PM7:35PM
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19-5419-54

PLAY-OFFS (TBC):  7 & 8 JUNEPLAY-OFFS (TBC):  7 & 8 JUNE

WWW.SOUTHERNKNIGHTS.ORGWWW.SOUTHERNKNIGHTS.ORG

www.southernknights.org
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YOUTHYOUTH
CHARLOTTE MIDFORD INTERVIEWSCHARLOTTE MIDFORD INTERVIEWS  PAUL WHEATLEYPAUL WHEATLEY

UPDATE

AS PROMISEDAS PROMISED last  last 
month, we’ve got an month, we’ve got an 
interview with the interview with the 
new Melrose Rugby new Melrose Rugby 
Board member Board member 
Paul Wheatley. As Paul Wheatley. As 
Paul’s area of Board Paul’s area of Board 
responsibility with be responsibility with be 
the Youth section, the Youth section, 
it’s great to be able it’s great to be able 
to bring you a bit to bring you a bit 
more about the man more about the man 
you may know as you may know as 
‘Teamo-Paul’.‘Teamo-Paul’.

CM:CM:    Paul, thank you for taking the time to Paul, thank you for taking the time to 
sit with me to answer some questions to help sit with me to answer some questions to help 
our readers get to know a bit more about our readers get to know a bit more about 
you and your aims for the club. Just to start you and your aims for the club. Just to start 
off, can you tell us a bit about your rugby off, can you tell us a bit about your rugby 
journey?journey?

Paul:  Paul:  Well, my rugby journey isn’t Well, my rugby journey isn’t 
necessarily conventional, my family didn’t necessarily conventional, my family didn’t 
play, though they would have watched the play, though they would have watched the 
6-Nations (or 5 as was). We were however 6-Nations (or 5 as was). We were however 
big NFL fans, and well rugby was the closest big NFL fans, and well rugby was the closest 
thing I could find in the Borders to NFL!thing I could find in the Borders to NFL!
I started playing when an English lad, who I started playing when an English lad, who 
had joined my school (Earlston), and got had joined my school (Earlston), and got 
together a team for the Crichton Cup, I together a team for the Crichton Cup, I 
think it was the first time Earlston had been think it was the first time Earlston had been 
in the Crichton – at least in recent times. in the Crichton – at least in recent times. 
At that time there were other Crichton At that time there were other Crichton 
Cups, with ones in Newton St Boswells, Cups, with ones in Newton St Boswells, 
St Boswells and other places. I can still St Boswells and other places. I can still 
remember my first competitive try, in a remember my first competitive try, in a 
game at St Boswells.game at St Boswells.

Then at high-school I didn’t play so much, partly becauseThen at high-school I didn’t play so much, partly because
I didn’t fit in all that well with the rugby crowd I guess. I didn’t fit in all that well with the rugby crowd I guess. 
Later however, I came back to playing, and played Later however, I came back to playing, and played 
socially in Edinburgh and then for Earlston until a broken socially in Edinburgh and then for Earlston until a broken 
rib shortly followed by a bust Achilles signaled it was time rib shortly followed by a bust Achilles signaled it was time 
to call it a day.to call it a day.

CM: CM:   So, what has brought you to being a coach andSo, what has brought you to being a coach and
as well as being so involved in organizational aspect?as well as being so involved in organizational aspect?

Paul:   Paul:   Well, the coaching started during COVID whenWell, the coaching started during COVID when
we decided rugby would suit Gus, my son. He was a wee we decided rugby would suit Gus, my son. He was a wee 
bit reluctant at first, and so I started coaching, with the bit reluctant at first, and so I started coaching, with the 
idea being that if I was on the pitch he might settle in.idea being that if I was on the pitch he might settle in.
It just went from there. It just went from there. 

In terms of Youth Committee and now the Board, wellIn terms of Youth Committee and now the Board, well
I guess I just like organizing stuff and being involved,I guess I just like organizing stuff and being involved,
My IT skills come in quite useful as well.My IT skills come in quite useful as well.

CM:  CM:  Has your own experience had any impact on your Has your own experience had any impact on your 
approach to the kids and coaching?approach to the kids and coaching?

Paul:  Paul:  Yes, it definitely has. It’s a factor in why I see Yes, it definitely has. It’s a factor in why I see 
inclusivity as so central. There were definitely aspects of inclusivity as so central. There were definitely aspects of 
the approach to coaching back in the day that weren’t the approach to coaching back in the day that weren’t 
great and didn’t necessarily work to encourage playersgreat and didn’t necessarily work to encourage players
to develop their skills – sometimes a bit too much ofto develop their skills – sometimes a bit too much of
chuck the ball to the biggest and let him deal with it.chuck the ball to the biggest and let him deal with it.
Like so many have noticed, that can win in the short term, Like so many have noticed, that can win in the short term, 
but doesn’t really help the big guy or the others getbut doesn’t really help the big guy or the others get
any better. Nowadays, as many parents will haveany better. Nowadays, as many parents will have
noticed, sports coaching has moved on and hopefullynoticed, sports coaching has moved on and hopefully
it’s a better experience for all.it’s a better experience for all.

CM:CM:      I’ve heard you’re a bit of an advocate for ‘the I’ve heard you’re a bit of an advocate for ‘the 
Melrose Way’ in coaching?  Melrose Way’ in coaching?  

Paul:  Paul:  Absolutely – Cheg [Iain Chisholm] can explain it. Absolutely – Cheg [Iain Chisholm] can explain it. 
Rugby is a great sport for all – there are jobs for everyone, Rugby is a great sport for all – there are jobs for everyone, 
the big lads, the whippets on the wings, and so on.the big lads, the whippets on the wings, and so on.
With the Melrose way, you work on developing the skills With the Melrose way, you work on developing the skills 
across the piece, with everyone involved, and the kids across the piece, with everyone involved, and the kids 
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...WE WANT THE...WE WANT THE
KIDS TO HAVE A GO, KIDS TO HAVE A GO, 
BE POSITIVE, GET BE POSITIVE, GET 
INVOLVED, BE GREAT INVOLVED, BE GREAT 
TEAMMATES, TRY THEIR TEAMMATES, TRY THEIR 
HARDEST AND, MOST HARDEST AND, MOST 
IMPORTANTLY, PLAY IMPORTANTLY, PLAY 
WITH A SMILE ON WITH A SMILE ON 
THEIR FACE ANDTHEIR FACE AND
HAVE FUN!..”HAVE FUN!..”

SAVE
THE

DATE!

benefit. For example, with the young Hornets, different benefit. For example, with the young Hornets, different 
kids come on in different ways. There are a few that you kids come on in different ways. There are a few that you 
see really getting good at a particular skill – but in terms see really getting good at a particular skill – but in terms 
of game awareness or why you do a particular thing in of game awareness or why you do a particular thing in 
a game – it’s not there yet. With other ones it can be the a game – it’s not there yet. With other ones it can be the 
other way about. Some already really want to win – some other way about. Some already really want to win – some 
just want to kick the ball as hard as possible just want to kick the ball as hard as possible 
off anywhere! The main thing is: we want the off anywhere! The main thing is: we want the 
kids to have a go, be positive, get involved, kids to have a go, be positive, get involved, 
be great teammates, try their hardest and, be great teammates, try their hardest and, 
most importantly, play with a smile on their most importantly, play with a smile on their 
face and have FUN!! There is plenty of time face and have FUN!! There is plenty of time 
when they’re older to worry about winning when they’re older to worry about winning 
and losing. For now, we just want them to and losing. For now, we just want them to 
enjoy playing and feel proud of themselves & enjoy playing and feel proud of themselves & 
the club they are representing.the club they are representing.

CM:   CM:   Is there anything you find particularly Is there anything you find particularly 
hard about coaching?hard about coaching?

Paul:  Paul:  I guess coaching my own son, I think I guess coaching my own son, I think 
that’s something that most parent-coaches that’s something that most parent-coaches 
suffer from, so we can work out strategiessuffer from, so we can work out strategies
to help each other out. to help each other out. 

CM: CM:   So, back to the organizational side of So, back to the organizational side of 
things, what do you hope to achieve in the new role?things, what do you hope to achieve in the new role?

Paul:  Paul:  One thing I’d like to work on is bringing more One thing I’d like to work on is bringing more 
families to senior match days, really help foster that one families to senior match days, really help foster that one 
club ethos. I’ve a few ideas in this space, like a tuck shop, club ethos. I’ve a few ideas in this space, like a tuck shop, 
more frequent guard of honour, or half-time games like more frequent guard of honour, or half-time games like 
you see a lot in the States. Hopefully, this will then flow you see a lot in the States. Hopefully, this will then flow 
through, the youth grow up to be seniors and people are through, the youth grow up to be seniors and people are 
part of the club in different ways over time and we’re all part of the club in different ways over time and we’re all 
part of something. Of course, it’s something that’ll be a part of something. Of course, it’s something that’ll be a 
collective effort, but I want to play my part.collective effort, but I want to play my part.

CM: CM:   Sounds great, as we’ve reported in last month’s Sounds great, as we’ve reported in last month’s 
Rose, there’s been great feedback on events where the Rose, there’s been great feedback on events where the 
kids have had contact with the first VX. Is there anything kids have had contact with the first VX. Is there anything 
else, perhaps a challenge you’d like to address?else, perhaps a challenge you’d like to address?

Paul:   Paul:   Probably transparency and communication would Probably transparency and communication would 
be one challenge. There are lots of people who say they be one challenge. There are lots of people who say they 
don’t really know how the club fits together, or aren’t don’t really know how the club fits together, or aren’t 
sure who to go to for what, or how decisions are made. sure who to go to for what, or how decisions are made. 
I think I can help here, for example help bring a data-I think I can help here, for example help bring a data-
based approach to decision making, and use this to in based approach to decision making, and use this to in 
improving communication with members and parents.improving communication with members and parents.

Alongside this analytical angle, I also want to Alongside this analytical angle, I also want to 
be approachable and through this get help be approachable and through this get help 
communication and sharing. My email is simply communication and sharing. My email is simply 
paul@melroserugby.orgpaul@melroserugby.org and anyone is welcome  and anyone is welcome 
to get in touch with anything to do with Melrose to get in touch with anything to do with Melrose 
Rugby – if I can’t help, I’ll point them to the right Rugby – if I can’t help, I’ll point them to the right 

place. As well as the email, place. As well as the email, 
people are equally welcome people are equally welcome 
to catch me when they see me to catch me when they see me 
around the club.around the club.

CM:  CM:  Thanks for your timeThanks for your time
Paul – that was a really Paul – that was a really 
interesting chat.  interesting chat.  

Finally, the other organisers Finally, the other organisers 
are looking for volunteers to are looking for volunteers to 
help on help on Crichton Cup Crichton Cup day. day. 
Old hands or newbies, all are Old hands or newbies, all are 
welcome – as Paul’s story welcome – as Paul’s story 
shows, it is a great event to get shows, it is a great event to get 
involved with. If you can help, involved with. If you can help, 
please just respond to one please just respond to one 
of the call messages, or let a of the call messages, or let a 
coaches or parent-volunteer coaches or parent-volunteer 
know. We’ll be back in May, know. We’ll be back in May, 

with news on the Crichton Cup, P4 Tourwith news on the Crichton Cup, P4 Tour
and much more.and much more.
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IT’S IT’S been a busy month for our Minis been a busy month for our Minis 
and  Youth teams, here are some and  Youth teams, here are some 
pictorial highlights...pictorial highlights...

P7 winners at Dalziel.P7 winners at Dalziel.

Queen Bees at the HiveQueen Bees at the Hive
for Scotland v France.for Scotland v France.U13 winners of the South Schools Sevens.

U13 winners of the South Schools Sevens.

P6 third place at Dalziel.
P6 third place at Dalziel.

P3 at Selkirk.P3 at Selkirk.
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HONORARY PRESIDENT

His Grace the Duke of Buccleuch

HONORARY
LIFE MEMBERS

C. H. Brown
W. M. G. Brown
G.J. Bunyan
G. Chisholm
M. N. Dalgetty
Mrs. B. Doyle
J. D. Hardie
J. Lauder
T. McLeish
M. O’Reilly
Mrs. E. Ross
H.M. Pollock
W. A. Scott
J.W. Telfer
C. Tiemessen
I.G. Houston

HONORARY
VICE-PRESIDENTS

D. A. Brown
Mrs. V. Chisholm
C. B. Clowes
I. Cooper
A. Croall
Mrs. J. Frame
T. Jackson
R. Mack
D.A. Peters
C. Ruthven
Dr. G. Wilson

YOUTH RUGBY
WASPS S1, S2, S3S1, S2, S3  MONDAY  MONDAY

4-5PM  4-5PM  EARLSTON HIGH SCHOOLEARLSTON HIGH SCHOOL

S1, S2, S3S1, S2, S3  WEDNESDAY  WEDNESDAY
4-5PM  4-5PM  EARLSTON HIGH SCHOOLEARLSTON HIGH SCHOOL

U16 & U18  U16 & U18  TUES  & THURSTUES & THURS
5:30 - 7PM  5:30 - 7PM  MELROSE RUGBYMELROSE RUGBY

TRAININGTRAINING

TRAININGTRAINING 9:30AM
SUNDAY MORNINGSSUNDAY MORNINGS

T H E  G R E E N YA R D ST H E  G R E E N YA R D S

NURSERY-P1 •  • P2 
P3 • P4 • P5 • P6 • P7

MINIS RUGBY
HORNETS

GIRLS RUGBY
QUEEN BEES

TRAININGTRAINING
SUNDAY 9:30 - 10:30AMSUNDAY 9:30 - 10:30AM

T H E  G R E E N YA R D ST H E  G R E E N YA R D S

WEDNESDAY 6-7PMWEDNESDAY 6-7PM
E A R L S T O N  R U G B Y  C L U BE A R L S T O N  R U G B Y  C L U B

NURSERY

& P1 - P7 

BOYS &

GIRLS

S1-U18 

COME
& TRY!

  U12, U14,

U16 GIRLS 

COME
& TRY!

SUPER SERIES SPRINTSUPER SERIES SPRINT

SOUTHERN KNIGHTSSOUTHERN KNIGHTS
V WATSONIANS WATSONIANS
5:00PM5:00PM

MINIS & YOUTHMINIS & YOUTH

SUMMER SUMMER 
RUGBYRUGBY
CAMPSCAMPS

FOR MORE DETAILS: FOR MORE DETAILS: WWW.MELROSERUGBY.ORGWWW.MELROSERUGBY.ORG

JULYJULY

1-51-5
AUGUSTAUGUST

5-95-9

MINIS & YOUTHMINIS & YOUTH

CRICHTON CUP 2024CRICHTON CUP 2024

MAYMAY

SATURDAYSATURDAY

44

OUR BARS WILL BE OPENOUR BARS WILL BE OPEN
ON GAME DAYS SERVINGON GAME DAYS SERVING

FOOD & DRINK!FOOD & DRINK!

DIARY
DATESDATES
for the

www.melroserugby.org
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FOLLOW MELROSE 
RUGBY CLUB XV

ON SOCIAL MEDIA:

300
CLUBCLUB

£50£50 M.C. COULSTON                   M.C. COULSTON                                                                                                                                       
 No.289   Preston

£25 £25 PETER GLOVER                                                                                         PETER GLOVER                                                                                                                                                                                     
 No.43   St.Boswells

£20 £20 JIMMY TODD                                                                                         JIMMY TODD                                                                                                                                                                                     
 No.13   Earlston 

£15 £15 MIKE O’REILLY                                MIKE O’REILLY                                                                                                                            
 No.116   Melrose

£10 £10 DAVID WOLFENDEN      DAVID WOLFENDEN                                                                                                  
 No.331   Melrose

APRILAPRIL

DRAWDRAW
WINNERS!
WINNERS!

GEORGE ELLIOTT
CHAIRMAN

ANDY PURVES
DIRECTOR

ROBIN WOOD
DIRECTOR

PHIL MORRIS
DIRECTOR

ALLISON LEACH
DIRECTOR

GRANT HOGG
PRESIDENT & 

DIRECTOR

GEORGE RUNCIMAN
VICE PRESIDENT

ROB MOFFAT
DIRECTOR OF RUGBY

BRENDAN MOLLOY
SECRETARY

PAUL WHEATLEY

BOARD MEMBERS BOARD MEMBERS 

JOIN JOIN THE

Join the 300 Club. An annual cost of £12 per year (£1 per month). 
Monthly prizes with additional draws of £250 in June & December. 
Please Contact June Frame: office@melroserugby.org

https://www.facebook.com/MelroseRFC/
https://twitter.com/MelroseRugby
https://www.instagram.com/melroserugby/
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A WARM WELCOME AWAITS

RELAXING ACCOMMODATION • AWARD-WINNING FOOD 
THE PERFECT SCOTTISH BORDERS LOCATION

MARKET SQUARE   MELROSE   SCOTTISH BORDERS   TD6 9PL
Tel : +44 (0)1896 822285  |  Emai l : enquir ies@bur tshotel .co.uk

www.burtshotel.co.uk

Get 20% off on our website 
using voucher code COFFEETREE

Visit sourceclimatechange.com
 

Coffeeinc04@gmail.com
07570117559

@ c o f f e e i n c _ b o r d e r s

AVAILABLE FOR EVENTS
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VISIT OUR ONLINE VISIT OUR ONLINE 
CLUB SHOPCLUB SHOP

FOR ALL MELROSE FOR ALL MELROSE 
RUGBY, SEVENS ANDRUGBY, SEVENS AND
SOUTHERN KNIGHTS SOUTHERN KNIGHTS 

MERCH!MERCH!

OFFICIAL CLUB SHOPOFFICIAL CLUB SHOP
NOWNOW
LIVE!LIVE!

https://www.teamwear.border-embroideries.co.uk/clubs/melrose-rugby.html
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www.portalsecurity.com

Scotland Office:  26 Tannoch Drive, Glasgow  G67 2XX
 London Office: Central Court, 25 Southampton Buildings Holborn, London, WC2A 1AL 

E: info@portalsecurity.com  T: 0330 135 5933
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George & Abbotsford
Hotel

With a passion for great food and 5 star service, the George and Abbotsford Hotel 
aims to provide the ideal setting for every occasion whether you are looking for a 

short break away, a chilled drink and tasty meal or the
perfect place to host your next big event.

Under new management since November 2018, the former coaching inn in the 
heart of Melrose is now home to a bustling listed building which plays a key part 
in the local community as an avid supporter of the historic Melrose Sevens. Eye-

catching rugby memorabilia is proudly displayed in the bar area.

So whether you are a local to Melrose, a passing visitor or traveler from
afar, all are welcome to pop in and see the range of facilities we have to

offer and we look forward to seeing you soon.

10% DISCOUNT ON FOOD FOR BORDER RUGBY CLUB MEMBERS*
*Proof of a valid membership card is required

Stay and enjoy a few days with us

CALL 01896 822308   EMAIL enquiries@georgeandabbotsfordmelrose.co.uk

www.georgeandabbotsfordmelrose.co.ukwww.georgeandabbotsfordmelrose.co.uk
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Supporting communities in the Scottish Borders 
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MODERN APPRENTICESHIP EXPERTS

www.sdconsultancy.org.uk

SDConsultancySDConsultancy

8 Upper Ballydougan Road , Portadown, Co Armagh  BT63 5NU 

T: 028 3834 1255 E:info@agwilsoncivilengineering.com

www.agwilsoncivilengineering.com
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01896 759121 
www.adampurves-isuzu.co.uk
Tweedbank, Galashiels TD1 3RS

To view our stock please go to 
www.adampurves-isuzu.co.uk

THE NEW NAME FOR ISUZU BROUGHT TO YOU  

BY AN OLD NAME ADAM PURVES ISUZU 

01896 759121 
www.adampurves-isuzu.co.uk
Tweedbank, Galashiels TD1 3RS

To view our stock please go to 
www.adampurves-isuzu.co.uk

THE NEW NAME FOR ISUZU BROUGHT TO YOU  

BY AN OLD NAME ADAM PURVES ISUZU 

01896 759121 
www.adampurves-isuzu.co.uk
Tweedbank, Galashiels TD1 3RS

To view our stock please go to 
www.adampurves-isuzu.co.uk

THE NEW NAME FOR ISUZU BROUGHT TO YOU  

BY AN OLD NAME ADAM PURVES ISUZU 

01896 822520
www.brettinvestment.com

Investing in your future life!

“Your future is whatever you make it. 
So make it a good one.”

Doc Brown, Back to the Future - 1989
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www.macron.com

KIT SUPPLIERS TO MELROSE SEVENS,
MELROSE RUGBY & SOUTHERN KNIGHTS

ADVERTISINGADVERTISING

2023/242023/24

SEASONSEASON

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT WITH OUR
PITCHSIDE ADVERTISING

The Greenyards 3G pitch is used by Melrose Rugby's 1XV, Storm and 
age grade teams as well as the club's part-time pro FOSROC Super6 
side, Southern Knights. The community pitch is also used by football 

and other clubs/groups via Live Borders.

Size: 2280mm wide x 850mm deep.

NEW BOARD & DISPLAY:  £500 + VAT 

RENEWAL OF EXISITING DISPLAY:  £350 + VAT

Size: 3000mm wide x 600mm deep.

NEW BOARD & DISPLAY:  £800 + VAT 

PITCHSIDE ADVERTISING BOARDSPITCHSIDE ADVERTISING BOARDS

SECURE YOUR ADVERTISING TODAY -SECURE YOUR ADVERTISING TODAY -  EMAIL: EMAIL: rugby@melroserugby.org

TOBLERONE ADVERTISING BOARDSTOBLERONE ADVERTISING BOARDS

OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

YOURYOUR
CLUBCLUB
NEEDSNEEDS
YOU! YOU! SHOW YOUR SHOW YOUR 

SUPPORT POST SUPPORT POST 
COVID BY COVID BY 
PURCHASING A PURCHASING A 
LIMITED EDITIONLIMITED EDITION
FAN TILE!FAN TILE!

     GOLD TILE 
On Henderson Way
£120 per tile

rugby@
melroserugby
.org

"YOUR PERSONALISED

INSCRIPTION HERE"

     PLATINUM TILE
On Main Stand
£240 per tile

ORDER ORDER 
NOW!NOW!

mailto:rugby@melroserugby.org
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Savills is

to support
proud
LUKE FRENCH

lfrench@savills.com
+44 (0) 7968 550 338

M E L R O S E 
YO U T H  R U G B Y

www.travisperkins.co.uk

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT EVIE’S JOURNEY:

Evie’s Batten Journey



APRIL  2024

Life at CGI is rooted in ownership, teamwork, respect and 
belonging. Here you’ll develop your skills, share your insights 
and reach your full potential whilst creating real value working on 
projects that really matter.

Together, as owners, let’s turn meaningful insights into action.

Visit our website to find out more 
cgi.com/uk/careers 
#WeAreCGI

Realise your potential
IT and business consulting job opportunities
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www.standrewstimbersupplies.co.uk

44 Kings Haugh
Prestonfield Park Industrial Estate

Edinburgh, EH16 5UY

T: 0131 661 1333
F: 0131 652 1014

E: sales@standrewstimber.co.uk

Phoenix Mill
107 Ferguslie

Paisley, PA1 2UZ

T: 0141 561 0311
F: 0141 561 0313

E: sales@standrewstimberwest.co.uk

5A Stenhouse Mill Lane
Edinburgh
EH11 3LR

T: 0131 510 7778

E: sales2@standrewstimber.co.uk

35 Firth Road
Houston Industrial Estate

Livingston, EH54 5DJ

T: 01506 243 378 

E: sales3@standrewstimber.co.uk
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WWW.MAINETTI.COMWWW.MAINETTI.COM

Mainetti designs for the future of retail by identifying key trends and translating 
them into solutions for our customers. Our designers and engineers are available to 

customize your products and help you achieve your vision.

LIMITED ONLY BY YOUR IMAGINATIONLIMITED ONLY BY YOUR IMAGINATION

Eden Secure Limited is a leading 
provider of cutting-edge technologies 

and services, offering fibre optic 
network installation, maintenance, and 

upgrades for businesses in the UK.

0207 167 7947
contact@edensecure.co.uk

WWW.EDENSECURE.CO.UK

NEWSLETTER



PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
PROPERTY & LAND MANAGEMENT 

CONSTRUCTION CONSULTANCY 
PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT 

doddspropertyandconstruction.co.uk

M: 07950 102 064
E: dd@doddspropertyandconstruction.co.uk

APRIL  2024

Looking cool, Looking cool, 
James!James!
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ADVERTISEADVERTISE

01896 820 555
www.jscestates.co.uk

info@jscestates.co.uk
Estate office, Pavilion, 

Melrose, TD6 9BN

CONTACT DETAILS 

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL LETS:

1 bed flats - 5 bed family homes
Town or Country locations 
Commercial properties 250-20000 sqft
Properties tailored to suit business
needs, where possible 
Local independent family run 
business 
 

FOR MORE DETAILS ABOUT THE
TRUST, TO LEARN ABOUT

PREVIOUS RECIPIENTS OR TO
APPLY FOR FUNDING SUPPORT

PLEASE SEE:
www.georgecrawfordlegacytrust.org.uk 

Or email
info@georgecrawfordlegacytrust.org.uk 
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ADVERTISEADVERTISE

THE ROSETHE ROSE is a monthly community is a monthly community
A4 newsletter, designed, printedA4 newsletter, designed, printed
and distributed around Melrose and distributed around Melrose 
each month, with a digitaleach month, with a digital
version available online atversion available online at
WWW.MELROSERUGBY.ORGWWW.MELROSERUGBY.ORG
and promoted via the clubsand promoted via the clubs
social media channels.social media channels.

THE SOUTHERN KNIGHTSTHE SOUTHERN KNIGHTS  andand    
MELROSE 1XVMELROSE 1XV  PROGRAMMESPROGRAMMES
are A5 publications printedare A5 publications printed
for each home match.for each home match.

FULL PAGE ADVERTFULL PAGE ADVERT
£500£500  + VAT

HALF PAGE ADHALF PAGE AD
£350£350  + VAT

QUARTER PAGE ADQUARTER PAGE AD
£200£200  + VAT

& MATCHDAYMATCHDAY
PROGRAMMESPROGRAMMES

C O M M U N I T Y C O M M U N I T Y 
NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER

SATURDAYSATURDAY
2 SEPTEMBER2 SEPTEMBER
3PM3PM
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ISSUE

#31

MAY 2023MAY 2023

YYOOUURR  MMOONNTTHHLLYY  NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR  KKEEEEPPIINNGG  YYOOUU  UUPPDDAATTEEDD

WWIITTHH  AALLLL   TTHHAATT’’SS   HHAAPPPPEENNIINNGG  OONN  AANNDD  OOFFFF   TTHHEE

PPII TTCCHH  AATT   TTHHEE  GGRREEEENNYYAARRDDSS

INSIDE... KINGS OF THE SEVENS • AWARDS NIGHT • P7 HORNETS INVERNESS TOUR • EVIE’S CRICHTON CUP

CHAMPIONSCHAMPIONS
2023

BOOK YOUR ADVERT SPACE NOW!BOOK YOUR ADVERT SPACE NOW! FOR FURTHER DETAILS EMAIL:
SKGM@MELROSERUGBY.ORGSKGM@MELROSERUGBY.ORG

ADVERTADVERT  SIZESIZE  OPTIONS

3 FOR 13 FOR 1
DEAL!DEAL!

YOUR AD WILL APPEAR IN

YOUR AD WILL APPEAR IN

THE ROSE NEWSLETTER 

THE ROSE NEWSLETTER 

ANDAND BOTH MELROSE AND 

 BOTH MELROSE AND 

SOUTHERN KNIGHTS 

SOUTHERN KNIGHTS 

PROGRAMMES
PROGRAMMES
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SATURDAY
28 OCTOBER3PM

T H E  G R E E N YA R D S

NATIONAL 
LEAGUE LEAGUE 
DIVISION 1 DIVISION 1 
(MEN'S)(MEN'S)
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1XV1XV MATCHMATCH DAY
PROGRAMMEPROGRAMME £3£3

SATURDAYSATURDAY
28 OCTOBER28 OCTOBER3PM3PM

T H E  G R E E N YA R D S
T H E  G R E E N YA R D S2424

23/

mailto: Skgm@melroserugby.org


T:  01896 822993  E:  OFFICE@MELROSERUGBY.ORG   WWW.MELROSERUGBY.ORG

FOLLOW MELROSE RUGBY ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR LATEST NEWS

P A R T N E R S

S P O N S O R S
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Lawyers. For Business.
Davidson Chalmers Stewart

dcslegal.com 

George &
Abbotsford
Hotel

SDConsultancySDConsultancy

proudly

designed by

www.pmgdesign.co.uk 

CREATIVE GRAPHIC DESIGN
SOLUTIONS FOR BRANDS

Ltd

www.pmgdesign.co.uk
www.pmgdesign.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/paulmcleangraphicdesign
https://twitter.com/pmgd_
https://www.instagram.com/pmgd_paulmclean
mailto:office@melroserugby.org
www.melroserugby.org
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseRFC/
https://twitter.com/MelroseRugby
https://www.instagram.com/melroserugby/



